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Homework Strategy
2019 - 2020 and beyond.
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A leaming menu style was selected:
° to encourage depth of learning
° teach time management skills

oo ﬁt around sporting fixtures and other hobbies

Pre-School to Year 2 encourages learning foundation skills through games

and developing communication skills.

Year 3 to Year 6 encourage developing individuals unique creativity and
encouraging them to reach their own full potential whilst providing

opportunities for pupils to develop the school core values.

The whole system’s synergy enables progressive opportunities that
ensure all pupils are ready for their secondary school.
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Pre-School
®  Phonics flashcards
* Number flashcards

*  Where appropriate, some Pre-School children may take a reading
book

A learning menu is introduced

Additional comments:
J All flashcards are appropriate to their ability and are given out

weeRly.

: The phonics flashcards have sounds and actions on. There are
four sets that then lead to a final certificate for the whole
alphabet. Pupils are then encouraged to start to build words using
the letters from the set. Following on from this pupils are placed
onto the Dandelion Reading scheme, this is based on phonics

reading.

o There are four sets of number flashcards that encourage pupils to
recognise the numerals to the Numicon image. This allows for

recognising the numerals and the number value.
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Reception

° Phonics flashcards / word list

*  Number flashcards

° Most children take a reading book home and are encouraged to

read every evening.

A learning menu is introduced in Summer Term.

Additional comments

®* Homework builds on the Pre-School flashcards and it gently
prepares pupils for Year 1 homework. Pupils have weekly phonics
and number flashcards but are encouraged to read more frequently.
Then in Summer term pupils have a learning menu to select

activities from to encourage independence.
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Year 1
®* Read at least 5 times a week; this should be recorded in their Homework
Book.

e A phonics or a number game.

The phonics rule, that pupils are working on each week, will be sent home
at the start of the week.

Additional Comments

. The games encourage core number and phonics skills that are
fundamental to education and form the foundations to English and
Maths learning. We encourage learning to be fun and engaging, this
will ensure it is memorable. During this learning process it will also
continue to develop pupils core speaking and listening skills that are
imperative to the learning process. Within the games there are
instructions that provide the game to be played at different levels
therefore, it is not only differentiated it also allows for progression.

This will directly inform parents how your child is getting on.

J The Journal book should be used by the parents [ carers with
comments and photographs. Pupils are welcome to write in the

Journal too.
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Year 2
* Read at least 5 times a week; this should be recorded in their Homework
Book.

* An English game
* A Maths game

The phonics rule, that pupils are working on each week, will be sent home
at the start of the week.
During the Lent and Summer Terms, Year 2 will be encouraged to practise

timetables daily.

Additional Comments

®  The Journal books can be written in by parents / carers with comments
and photographs to show how they found the games. Pupils are
encouraged to write in their Journal too. The Journal will demonstrate

a year of progression.
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Week Number

Example words that follow the
phonics pattern

Week 1 CVC words
Revision Consonant blends

Long and short vowel sounds
Week 2

| The sound ‘n’ spelt k' and ‘gn’ at the
| beginning of words

knock, knee, knitting, knife,
gnaw, gnash, gnarl

[ Week 3
| The sounds ‘" spelt ‘wr’ at the
| beginning of words

write, wrote, wrong, wrap, wrist,
wren

| Week 4
| The sound ‘s’ spelt ‘c’ before ¢, L and y

race, ice, cell, city, face, space

Week 5
The sound J spelt —dge at the end of
| words

badge, edge, bridge, fudge

[Week 6
| The sound ' spelt with g before e, i,
| and y

| The sound § always spelt with §
| beforea, o and u

gem, magic, enerqgy, giant

Jar, jog, jump
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Learning Menu

One Learning Menu per half term

Full coverage of the curriculum and research activities
Track progress in Homework Journal

Completed ready for the final week of half term

Additional Comments

There are a range of different homework activities to choose from, including full
coverage of the curriculum, community and research activities.

Children are given one Learning Menu per half term and are supported within
school with the task selection process. Staff will ensure there is frequent
opportunity for pupils to discuss their homework and the progress being made,
throughout the half term. All work should be ready for the final week of half
term. Both staff and parents / carers should get children to track their progress

using the dots on the Leaming Menu.

All Prep children have a Learning Menu to support home learning for their
ability. A range of activities and clear instructions are written on the Learning

Menu to explain the amount of work that is expected to be completed within the

half term.

The number of tasks is based on
°* the term length
* the expectation of hours that should be spend on homework

* the project / activity

Aim for quality and depth of learning
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® Track progress using the dots on the Learning Menu
* Children will have the opportunity to discuss their Learning Menu

Homework during form time with their class tutor, in Study Skills (Year
5), and in Library (Year 6).

The use of Learning Menus is designed to gradually develop children’s
independence and time management sRills. The Croft have developed this

homework strategy to support pupils:

* In the local community
* Developing research and communication skills
* Preparing for entrance examinations and 11+ examinations

® Prepare fully for secondary school
Year 5

Learning Menu including extension activities. Extension activities provided:
* Practise essay titles

* Examination practice

®* Mock 11+ exams booklets

*  Useful websites



The

Preparatory School

g Read indepeﬁdently or share a book of your

choice 5 times a week.

CrOft Learning Menu——iiiiS;MichaelmasTerm 1
Y ”Eﬂ[fllrﬂg;

Comp[etiewcrlllﬂ Math; t&sks set.

&)

Research words that fb[tow the weekly

spelling rule.

In the table, there are a range of different homework activities to choose from. You must complete: the above activities;

at least one wider world activity; and four curriculum activities. The entrance exam preparation activities are optional.

Homework will be discussed in tutor time and in Study Skills.

Track your progress using the dots. When you have completed your work use your Homework folder to record what

you did. Be as creative as you like. In your folder you can include a photograph of any models or work larger than

Al

Wider World

Curriculum

Research

Geology

Science

Music

Using NewsRound or First
Newspaper, research a news
story. Carryout research
about the news story and
create a nonfiction fact page
about it. E.g. ocean pollu-

tion.

00O

The Geology of where you live

Research the geology of where
you live. Questions to consid-
er are: how old are the rocks
and what did the landscape
look like?

Present your knowledge in a
way of your choice.

You can begin this project af-
ter the first geology lesson in
which we learn about the
rocks your house is built on.

- JoX

Brush up your observation
skills by keeping a journal of
how the moon changes shape
over the course of a month.
There is a sheet available for
you to record drawings of the

moon on.

You'll need to spend about 3-
5 minutes every evening on
this for a month, starting on
Monday 9th September

- Jor

Task 1 - pick TWO musical ele-
ments from the list: tempo/
dynamics/structure/timbre/texture/
duration/tone/colour/pitch. Re-
search the two elements and either
complete a presentation/leaflet or
poster about them both,

Or

Task 2 - listen to Mozart’s ‘Rondo
alla Turca’ and complete a piece of
written work no more than 500
words on how the two elements
that you have picked from task one
are used in this piece of music.

_ Jor

Community

Drama

Art [ A&D

Geography

Learn 5-10 sentences using
British Sign Lanquage.

Jox

To research and present about
the theatre setting and layout.

Seeds.

At this time of year seeds and fruits
are all around us. Create 3 draw-
ings, each one of a different seed
or fruit. One in Pencil, one in col-
oured pencil and the final one in
anything you like. Focus on detail
and shading, and draw from real

life not from a photograph.

Jor

rld
Mini-Project

See additional sheet for de-

tails.

_Jox
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Monday - 10 minutes” Maths
Wednesday — 10 minutes” Maths
Thursday — 10 minutes’ Maths,

Friday — 30 minutes” Maths
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Year 6 Learning Menu. including extension activities.

For Michaelmas term extension activities provided are:
* Practise essay titles

® Examination practice

° Mock 11+ exams booklets

For Lent and Summer term extension activities provided are the above and:
* Social and emotional secondary school preparation
°*  Academic preparation.for secondary school

° Sample essay writing questions



The Gro

Preparatory School

Read independently or share a book of your

choice 5 times a week,

ft Learning M enu—Year 6 — Michaelmas Term 1

Daily Learning:

Cc-rmp;[f-zte all Maths tasks set.

Research

&)

words that follow the weekly

spelling rule.

In the table, there are a range of different homework activities to choose from. You must complete: the above activities;

at least one wider world activity; and four curriculum activities. You can do more to challenge and expand your own

personal knowledge.

The exam preparation activities are optionai.

Track your progress using the dots. When you have completed your work use your Homework folder to record what

you did, remember to get a parent signature. Be as creative as you like. In your folder you can include a photograph of

any models or work larger than Al

into a family day out or a
holiday. Include a break-
down of costs recorded in
‘excel’ (cost of eating out v.
a picnic; cost of car v. public

transport) ;

®O0@®

Illustrate your own comic strip
entitled “A day in the life of a

Superhero”,

You will need to use the phrases
we are learning this term that
describe your daily routine. You
will need to start your sentences
with the time (24 hour clock in

France).

You will be shown examples.

® 0

element of the Olympic
Games.

Choose an Olympic or Com-
monwealth sport and re-

search it's history.

You can present your find-
ings in any format that you

wish.

Wider World Curriculum
Research French PE /Games Computing
Conduct detailed fesearch Une Bande Dessinée (BD) |Research the history or an  |Create an animated story.

Using the Scratch website
create a short animated sto-
ry. Try to add movement,
speech bubbles and/or audio
(sound effects) features.

You can retell a well know

story or make up your own.

Use the tutorials to help you
if you are unsure what to

Jox

Community

RS

" XOI
RE

History

Join in a local litter-pick
event, or do one with your

family (beware of safety).

Jor

To create and carry out your
own list of 5 to 10 acts of
kindness and illustrate it on
an Al sheet using pictures or

actual photographs.

Think about acts that you
could do for your family,
your friends or anybody in

school

®O0

Research an RE topic so that you
can begin to produce a project on
a religious area of interest to you.
It can be a religious person, a
festival or a religion.

Try to pick something original
and that you don't know a lot
about already so that both you,
and we when you present it, learn
a lot about the religious topic.

000

Victorian Mini-Research Pro-
ject.

See additional sheet for de-

tails.

_ Jor




@ The Croft Preparatory School

8

Dulce et Forte

Tuesday — 10 minutes’ short Maths
Wednesday — 10 minutes’ short Maths
Thursday — 10 minutes’ short Maths

Friday — 30 minutes” Maths
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The Croft Preparatory School

Dulce et Forte

° Supporting your child with homework

® Every child is an individual

Additional Comments

° Children will be taught how to use their books /folders in school.

° Homework should not be a cause of problems at home. If a child has
trouble with the work, parents / carers should let the subject teacher or
class tutor know, ideally by writing a note in the Homework Diary /
Journal, to enable us to give support as necessary. Please ensure notes
are submitted before the final week of half term.

° Staff will encourage children to submit homework in a way that suits their
learning style and utilises their strengths. For all pupils a research task,
instead of being presented in written form, might take the form of a short
audio or video recording, or a recorded interview where the child answers
the questions posed. We would like to ensure individuals’ creativity (s
celebrated and therefore, please ensure a record is kept in your child’s

Journal maybe through a printout or photo form to support the piece
itself.

° Particularly for pupils who see Learning Support, it may be appropriate
for a child to word process a piece of work themselves, or it may be that

they could dictate it to a parent who types it.



